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“People think of us as a very drug-orientated group. ...We’re not. You can trust us.” 
- David Gilmour’ 


“Opioids and anything else thrives under the fact that there are profits to be made 
out of selling them. So actually, having a downtrodden, eviscerated working class 
who has got nothing to do all day is the perfect environment and for selling them 


soma. 
3 
- Roger Waters 


For those who have not heard of “straight edge,” it started as a song written by the 
DC-hardcore band Minor Threat and released in 1981. Its main principles or 
guidelines consist of: no drugs, no alcohol, and no promiscuity. 


For those who have not heard of Pink Floyd, they started in London in 1965 by the 
following members: Syd Barrett (guitar/lead vox), Roger Waters (bass guitar/vox), 
Richard Wright (keyboards/vox), and Nick Mason (drums). Guitarist/vocalist David 
Gilmour joined the band in 1967. Known for spacey tracks such as “Interstellar 
Overdrive”, “Astronomy Domine’, and “Set the Controls for the Heart of the Sun’, 
many people have often associated Pink Floyd with drugs in general and psychedelics 
in particular. Indeed, the band did not initially maintain a sober stance (as seen by this 
early picture of Barrett and Waters having a beer). 


me i/ 
Syd Barrett and Roger Waters in 1967 on a ferry to Copenhagen. 


' The title here in no way references, implies, celebrates, or otherwise acknowledges the various bands 
who have gone under the name “Punk Floyd,” including the one responsible for the song entitled 
“Listen to the Noise That the Small Girls Make While They Participate In Various Primitive Games 
For Their Own Amusement” (“White Dopes on Punk” 2020). See also Inf’s Channel (2014), Meme 
Factory (2013), RUT4 (2007), and saraochhakan (2017). 

* ACYDmusic (2009). 

> Buchanan (2020). 


However, they quickly saw the ravages of drugs first-hand when an excess of acid 
helped tip Syd Barrett (1946-2006) over the edge of sanity. The rest of the band 
removed Barrett in 1968 and continued on without him. With a new sound also came 
new attitudes toward drugs, substances, and addictions. Roger Waters has testified 
that he himself only dropped acid twice and that drugs never played a role in the 
making of their music (Geiser 2020; HuffPost Live 2013). 


The Evidence 


In 1979, Pink Floyd released the LP The Wall. The record painted a bleak picture of 
the “comfortably numb” state of drug-induced paralysis. It also challenged 
authoritarianism, fascism, and conformity. The very next year, in 1980, DC-based The 
Teen Idles (a precursor to Minor Threat), released their first EP Minor Disturbance. 


The crossed arms that we see in Teen Idles (1980) and the Pink Floyd film The Wall 
(1983) came to symbolize the straight edge scene. 


In 1981, Minor Threat released EPs “Filler” and “In My Eyes,” with songs such as 
“Screaming At a Wall,” a not-so-subtle reference to Pink Floyd’s “The Wall.” They 
too challenged conformity (most obviously in “Out of Step” with the well-known 
refrain “I don’t smoke, I don’t drink, I don’t fuck, at least I can fucking think!”). In 
return, Pink Floyd released their last LP with Roger Waters entitled The Final Cut 
(1983), a reference to straight edge as potentially the most revolutionary pre- 
apocalyptic movement of our age. A few years later, Richmond-based straight edge 
band formed entitled Four Walls Falling to emphasize the Pink Floyd legacy of anti- 
fascist resistance. 


WALL 
FALLI 


Influential straight edge band a itice started in 1987 with a logo of crossed hammers 
that recalled the crossed hammers from The Wall. 


Already in 1977, Lynyrd Skynyrd sang an anti-drug/alcohol message on the Street 
Survivors LP with “That Smell” and helped inspire a vegetarian edge (see below). 


In 1990, Hardline arose and inspired vegan straight edge. Their logo seemed to take 
inspiration from the London Underground in a nod to Pink Floyd’s city of origin. 


UNDERGROUND 


Then came metalcore band Earth Crisis who, in 1993, ushered in an era of vegan 
straight edge for the masses. More would follow in years to come such as the eco- 
activist movement Extinction Rebellion. 


JWG 


EXTINCTION 
REBELLION 


Although one could pile on additional evidence for this under-studied connection, the 
above ought to suffice to reveal a secret story behind the rise of straight edge. While 
Ian MacKaye remains tight-lipped’ about the actual origins of straight edge and keeps 
his feelings about Pink Floyd a mystery, he and other key figures in straight edge 
history seem to have left enough clues behind for us to sort it out: Pink Floyd 
provided the main inspiration to straight edge as we know it today. When, in 2021, the 
largest social media company in the world offered a “huge, huge” sum of money for 
the rights to use “Another Brick in the Wall” in their advertising, Roger Waters said 
“Fuck you. No fucking way” (Greene 2021). Apparently, the songwriter of The Wall 
refuses to sell out or let money intoxicate him as he continues to fight the power. 


Conclusion 


* Although tight-lipped, MacKaye does take good care of his teeth in, of course, DIY fashion: ” I don't 
understand electric toothbrushes. I think it's crazy. I think that if you're going to brush your teeth, you 
should get to know your mouth. You should feel your mouth with your brush. Take care of your teeth. 
Think of it like a massage. Seriously. Your teeth...when your teeth go bad, your life is horrible” 
(Eisenberg 2013). 
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